
 

 

 
Design Your Own Website: HTML 

 
This is the first part of a two-part class. Between this class on HTML and the second class on 

CSS, you will learn the basics of designing a website. HTML is a coding language used to tell 

web browsers about the structure of your web page. When you write HTML tags, they do 

not display on the web page itself, but they instruct the browser about what is on the page 

and how to display it. Every web page includes these tags: 

 

Notice that with the exception of the !DOCTYPE tag, 

each tag is accompanied by a closing tag (<html>, 

</html>). Almost every tag in HTML must have a 

closing tag or it will not properly function. The 

!DOCTYPE declaration must be at the top of every 

web page. It tells the browser what kind of 

document to expect. Everything between the <html> 

tags is the code and content of your web page.  

 

The <head> tag contains information about the web 

page, such as the title. The title appears as the text 

on the tab or page at the top of your browser. 

 

Everything between the <body> tags is the actual 

content of your web page. This is where all your 

paragraphs, headings, images, links, et cetera 

should appear. 

 

Begin creating your first web page by opening Notepad. This is a simple text editor that 

displays as a blank page. Enter the tags you see above and choose a sample title and 

sample text for the heading and paragraph. When you complete this, click on File and then 

on Save As. Create a new folder under the Web Design folder on the PNG drive for your 

website. Your first page, the homepage, should be named index.html. Choose UTF-8 as the 

encoding, then click on Save. Any additional web pages you make for this website should be 

saved in the same folder.  

 

Now that you have saved your first web page, you can preview it in your browser. Open the 

browser of your choice and hit Ctrl + O. Double click on your index.html file. This is how 

your page will appear when uploaded to a server. It is important to keep the same file 

structure when uploading files and images to the server as you use on your computer. If the 

file structure is not the same, links and images may not properly function. 

 

We will use the lessons on W3 Schools (https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp) 

to add more content to your first web page. The information on this handout has covered 

the Introduction and Editors section, but we will briefly review those sections. We will also 

cover the Basic, Elements, Attributes, Headings, Paragraphs, Formatting, Links, and Images 

sections. We will create a second page to practice linking. The next class, on CSS, will cover 

font, color, background, and layout.  

 

https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp


 

 

 

HTML resources 

Keep learning HTML with these tools: 

 

Code Academy (https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-html-css): Take interactive 

lessons on HTML and CSS at your own pace.  

 

PC Magazine “Best Web Hosting” 

(http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2424725,00.asp): This article explains different 

types of web hosting setups and compares several web hosting companies. 

 

W3C Validator (https://validator.w3.org/): Check that your code is up to proper HTML5 

standards by uploading it to the validator. 

 

W3 Schools tag list (https://www.w3schools.com/tags/default.asp): In addition to the 

lessons covered in this class, W3 Schools has a list of HTML tags for reference. Click on each 

tag to see more information like which attributes can be used with the tag. 

 

 

 

 

Questions? Contact Adult Services at askref@elmwoodparklibrary.org or 

708.395.1217. 
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